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ln x.llkmg to Chinese demecracy demonstrators in Tiananmen Square, Tom \\ ren. P‘l D

professor of philosophy, got the inside story about the *Goddess of Democracy” statue. “The
purpose of the statue was to force the government into an embarrassing position—the gov-
ernment tearing down democracy,” VWren said. (Wide World Photo.)

Bannan, yVren on fne spot

during Beijing

LAKE SHORE — Amazinglyv. each had
scheduled-a departure date the day befere
the bloodshed.

Frofessor Tom Wren. Ph.D.. and Pro-
fessor and Chair John Bannun. Ph.D..
coth of Loyola’s philosephy department.
were in China on independently arranged
scholarly trips. Although their paths never
crossed in the throngs of demonstrators.
each man made several visits to Tianan-
men Square during his time in Beijing.

Bannan spent one month in China, the
latter. three weeks in Beijing. He and his
_wxfe Rosemary, a professor of sociology at
. DePaul, both lectured at Beijing Univer--
sity during their time in the city. John Ban-
nan spent one week as an invited professor
in residence at the university; Rosemary
Bannan also lectured at several other insti-
tutions and conducted research. . ;

Th& Bannans departed Bexjmo at noon
- on Jine. 2.:Military wviolence in the square

becan at mldmght on June Seti iy

demonstration

] found the demonstrations and hunger
strikesverv-mevings Bannanisaid. “Iwaes
territicaily impressed by the widespread
sSupDOTt or‘the students and the seriousness
with which totn the government olficials
and the stden:s ook the demonsirations. ™

Bannan described his first ten days in
Beijing as iestive. “People went o the
square as if it were a fair.” he noted.
“Chinese and ioreigners alike went there
to enjoy themselves.”

When martial law was declared May 20,
Bannan says the mood tens_ed although the
law was not enforced.

I went to the square ‘most days and I
spoke with students who knew English,”
he said. “They were very happy to see
Westerners. The students were warm and
welcoming and eager for us to tell the
world about their cause.. They would smile
at us, flash the ‘V’ for victory sign, and
even ask for autographs.

“These students were not trying to over-
throw the Communist system. They sim-

" ply wanted to end corruption and promote

democracy,” Bannan continued. "On May
16 nearly one million people gathered in
the square —on the 17th, there would be

. one million demonstrators. The mood on
the 16th was wonderfully festive_ [t was

like the August 1963 civil rights march in
Washington when Martin Luther King
gave his ‘I have a dream’ speech. Both
gatherings had friendliness and warmth
and commitment to ideals.”

As he derurted Beijing. Burnan-noted
the mood was more tense. Soidiers were
evervwhere. “But the students thought o
them as the Peoples™ Army.” Bannan said.
“Thev didn’t bcllcm. they would twke uc-
ton against the students.

It is remarkable that my wife and [ left
Beijing the day before the violence.” he
noted. It could have been more adven-
turesome had we. had a later departure

_date."Or it could have been harder to get

-out of the country. We learned of the mili-
tary action on a stopover in Hdwall as we
‘made our way home.

- “I am somewhat concerned about our
'Chmese friends,” Bannan acknowledged,

“but [ am hoping things in China soon -

spring back in a better direction.”

(Continued on page 3) '
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Tom Wren spént threg days in Beijing on
aside trip to a conference sponsored by the
Chinese academy, Academia Sineca, in
Taiwan. He presented a paper at the con-
[erence.

“My original plan was to spend five
days in Hong Kong, because ol its (ourist
charm.™ he said. L did plan o make the
couple-hour train ride into Communist
China and stick my toe over the border, so
to speak. so T would have visited all thicee
Chinas.

“When [ arrived in Hong Kong on Sun-
day, May 25, a million-and-a-hall people
were demonstrating for solidarity. and |
was caught up in it It reminded me of the
general'strike in Paris in the "60s. in which
I also was caught up by accident,” Wren
said. “It occured to me to cancel my other
plans and go where history was occuring. |
felt the Chincese students would welcome
my show of Western solidarity. I also was
curious.”

Wren acquired an express visa and flew
to Beijing.

*“The students were scheduled to be dis-
bursed the following Tuesday. I thought

my visit would heza’ one~d‘1y deal whcn L
got there Monday aﬂernoon he recalled. -

“As Lwas leaving Hong, Kon;, airport, stu-
dents there asked me-o take along litera-
ture describing the Hong, Konz, demonstra-
tion. ‘They kncw studentvm Bqung were
sorely lacking comn!umcanon with the
outside world. The people in Hong Kong
were very Iughluned by lhc mluam)n

‘(.o(l(ltss of l)enuur.xw’

On Tuesday, May 30 the “Goddess of
Democracy™ statue was erected. Accord-
ing to Wren, the statue drew many onlook-
ers and the students decided to stay on
rather than disburse as scheduled. The sta-
tuc had been constructed secretly by art
students, he said, and the crowd was sur-
pll\cd and excited by it. .

“I'he students were. very pleascd wnh
the effect of the statue,” Wren said. “Many
pointed out its:likeness to the Statue.of
Liberty; they seemed to gef a kick ou( of
sharing that. wnh us. “The statue’ was

~erected next to a ,g,overnment bunldmg SO
that when the students lefl the square gov-

crnment workers would tear the slatue

A truck is almost buried in the crowd of thousands gathered for a pro democracy rnlly ln
Tiananmen Square. (World Wide Photo)

“noticed by the oij
y wantcd to talk fo'me and express their feel-

| was nol a reporte ;.

(e
‘Was’ nnportant ‘was'their nccd (o say it

$)

“‘Wren said: “They said things that by

down. The purposc of the statue was to
l()l(.c the government into an embarrassing
“position — the government tearing down
democracy. The students were really play-
ing for.very small stakes. Symbols o Lar
in a E()vcrnmcn( committed (o iconogri-
phy.?

“The statue laccd a government building
pmntcd with the likeness of Mao I -tung.
While government officials portrayed the
students as defying Mao with the statue,
Wren said the students in fact cherished
Mao. “They were very orthodox in their

ideology. The students said they were not
“defying Mao,-just the corrupt leaders be-

hind the wall. They said Mao was looking
on with approval. An agent provacatuer-——
a government person — defaced the Mao
portrait with ink and'the students L.mghl
him. The papers rcporlcd the opposite.” he
said.

“l was in Beljmg for three days-—not
even a full 72 hours,” Wren said. “It
sounds like a superﬁcnal visit, yet it was an

"enormously moving experience. I spoke

English and German with many Chinese

Istudents 1 felt'like I was of some use to
“them because the. lyplcal Chinese student

felt ‘concern’ tha *his feelings were not

'de world. They really

lngs toa forcngner. even lhou;h they knaw

i *Like Nor'lhshore‘chul)li(':ms’

[ lmd a qmall t'\pc rcumlu I‘Iu stu-
'thcy wéuld sk,p behmd a pml and G m

ito the rccorder Moq( of \\'Iml IhL\ \.lld

Amenc‘m standdrds did not sound revolu-

~t|énary They dldn t perceive of changing
{ the system; lhey simply wanted he exist-
_ing system to work as it was supposed to
. work. For example, they did not want to

pay bribes o get amarriage license. Many
of them were, in essence, saying “This is

our C()umry.‘;,Wg,‘w.l'll be the leaders; we
want a little voice in things now.’

“They sound more like Northshore Re-
|ml)l|wns than ruvolulx()n.lrles don’t
they™”

Wren says the students were not worricd
when they learned Mongolian troops were
massed outside the city. “They said

‘Mongolian or any other kind of Chinese
soldier will pever firc on a civilian, espe-
cially a student,” Wren related. *My ori-

- ginal Tears of violence faded as the stu-

dents conyinced me. The bloodshed sur-
prised me:. the-gentle students had lulled
me into a false sense of secunty I had
taken photos ofpeoplc, they gave me their -
addresses -and:asked my to. mail them
prints. Can you imagine that. 1.did this?
Those poor people now are probably shak-
ing with the fear ofrecelvmg a photo inthe
mail. 2 5 :

“I'm 'not!
continued::
worst is‘to?
the power. of {h popular v01cef'l wish we
could do’ somethmg to keep the s story alive
and further théir;cause l’d be happy to
speak with® any* e\about my. expenencc

\f-i

{paper. and7saw_ students
and uvnhansune up; klosl.Es to read
plmtou)pled accounts from’dfh\zr‘sourceq :

i

» Wren acknowledgcd
“but 1 WdS struck by the -seriousness of
W ulun journahsts dnd the ,need for the

I.Zl..

and the il oflhe deld

“A week'altdr the’ bloodshed l “heard a
;.ulm rgporl her(’a in Wthh lhe newscaslu
in China.”

‘ml Wien” who dll’IVL(I home m Clm.q_u

the nmrnmz, of lhe day of violence in
Tiananmen Squarc' ‘It umcllled me that
our own },ood media people werc talking
as if they’were’ it sure lhere had been a
massacre. I’ thlnk he was jUSt using the
standard Journ.xhstlc formula; because if
he had been therc he would not havc said
‘alleged.)” .
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