Study Abroad Programs
Connecting to Other Cultures

By Monica M. Walk
Knowing how international study shaped
her own life, a UW-Fond du Lac professor
spent a part of summer 2009 exploring a
Spanish language immersion program in
Cuernavaca, Mexico.
Assistant Professor of World Languages
Valerie Mumm, M.A., traveled to the Encuentros campus which hosts a study abroad
opportunity for students each January during the three-week Winterim term.
Mumm chose to use professional development funds provided by the Department
of World Languages and the UW-Fond du
Lac Foundation to familiarize herself with
the program.

Personal and professional growth
"I want to know how to lead students
through the program," Mumm explained,
noting that faculty leaders do not teach at Encuentros; instead, they ensure that students of
all speaking abilities are correctly placed in
language classes, determine course completion and grading, and provide counsel.
"I got to know students there, and got
their perspective about what they enjoyed
and what they didn't. 1 was able to have
interesting conversations, and it will help
in the future to know the struggles students
face and prepare them for it."
The educational setting and immersion
in Mexican culture also afforded Mumm
personal and professional growth. In a oneon-one teaching situation, she was able to
gain a deeper understanding of the pre-Hispanic history of Mexico, a topic that often
comes up in classes she teaches at UW-Fond
du Lac. "There are two blended cultures in
Mexico," she noted, "and to understand the
past is to understand the present."
Participating in an advanced language
class helped refine her use of regionalisms
and phrasing, which can differ significantly
from the Spanish language Mumm experienced in previous study in Spain, Costa
Rica and Peru. Classroom knowledge was
bolstered by speaking with colleagues and
students, in the markets, and with her host
family.
Like most language immersion students
at Encuentros, Mumm chose to live with
a local family to continue learning outside
of the classroom. Off-campus learning also
included dance lessons, market shopping,
and excursions to the National Palace and
museums in Mexico City, pyramids, and the

UW-Fond du Lac Professor Valerie Mumm at the archaeological site Teotihuacan during her
professional development program in Mexico. Students and community members can participate in
international programs in China, India, Egypt and Mexico. Photo courtesy of Valerie Mumm.
Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, generally
tied back to classroom discussion.
Mumm knows she will use her new
knowledge and mementos of the trip as she
teaches Spanish in Fond du Lac. "I am very
passionate about study abroad," she said,
"and nse my own experiences in lessons.
There is nothing here-in
a SO-minute lesson-comparable
with being put in real-life
situations. You get into interesting conversations and analyze culture-s-your own and
theirs. You are asked deep questions, so you
have much self discovery."

Student's Winterim experience
Former UW-Fond du Lac student Teale
Greylord speaks with similar passion about
her own Winterim 2008 experience at Encuentros. "It was one of the best experiences
of my entire life," said the UW-Oshkosh
senior Spanish major, who is spending
the Spring 2010 semester back in Mexico,

studying in Xalapa Veracruz.
Greylord had assumed study abroad
could happen only on a four-year campus
and worried about the cost. "I knew 1 wanted to go to Mexico. This was attainable, at
a reasonable cost," she said of the Winterim
experience. "It was a dream come true."
Greylord's student experiences and
activities were similar to those researched by
Mumrn on her nip. "I did all the 'extras,"
Greylord said, in addition to three hours
of daily advanced language study. "It was intense, real pieces of history. It was amazing."
Faculty also commented on her increased Spanish skill when she returned to
UW-Fond du Lac. "I think everyone should
study abroad," Greylord said, "whether for
one week, three weeks or a semester. 1 come
from a family on the low end of the poverty
scale: if someone like me can do it, anyone
can. It is achievable."
more info: www.uwc.edu/academics/abroad

student Leadership Summit
In the first collaboration of its kind, the four institutions of higher education in Fond du Lac
County jointly sponsored a free Student Leadership Summit on October 7,2009, at the
UW-Fond du Lac campus.

Participants listen to the opening remarks at
the Student Leadership Summit in the UWFond du Lac University Center Commons.

Approximately 275 students from Marian
University, Moraine Park Technical College, Ripon
College and UW-Fond du Lac participated in this
conference featuring regional and state-wide experts
on the topics of diversity and leadership.
The Student Leadership Summit was coordinated by the Higher Education Diversity Initiative
Task Force which included faculty, staff and student
members from each school. The keynote "Leading
on Diversity in the Twenty-First Century" was given
by Jamie Washington, a nationally known consultant
and trainer with more than 25 years of experience
in education.
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