Husband and wife juggle family and education
Today, they would be part of the burgeoning "Returning Adult
Student" population highly represented on campuses locally and
across the nation; but, back then, Oscar and Delores Kraus were
ahead of the curve.
By Monica M. Walk
It was a scene from daily life, but one
demanding careful choreography and timing:
Oscar Kraus would head to classes at UWFond du Lac while his two oldest children
were at elementary school. Several hours later,
Delores Kraus would arrive on campus for her
own classes, meet husband Oscar in the gym
parking lot, and pass him baby Peter to take
home.
This couple had "course cheduling" down
pat.
Already running a busy household with
three young children, the Krauses ramped up
their organizational skills when both adults
decided to continue their educations on the
still-new campus. Grandparents and the occasional sitter filled the childcare gaps when
classes unavoidably overlapped.
Oscar initially blazed the family trail to
UW-Fond du Lac, enrolling in fall 1969. The
Marine Corps vet and Giddings & Lewis
employee arrived for his first semester of six
credits with a per onal and focused agenda.
"I wanted to prove to myself that I could do
college work," he recalled during a recent visit
to campus.
Oscar had trained in electTonics in the
service, and had completed correspondence
courses primarily in electronics from DeVry
Institute in Chicago. His work at G & LIed
him from the shop assembly line into time
tudy work, where his interest in numbers
began to bloom. Recognizing that chances for
further advancement were slim, Oscar contern-

plated the future.
He overheard fellow
employees talk about the
opportunities at the new local
campus, and began to realize
how his second-shift job
would allow him to remain
employed while taking classes
via the GI Bill during the
day. Giddings & Lewis also
Delores and Oscar Kraus surrounded by their family.
offered generous financial
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incentives to employees who
earned high marks. Oscar
Parents are the first teachers, and the four children of Delores and
Oscar Kraus absorbed their family's value of higher education.
Kraus was 30 years old when
he tepped onto this new path.
First-born daughter Julia and last-born son Paul began their
There were a few others his
college careers in the same place as their parents: UW-Fond
age in the classrooms, but
du Lac. (Daughter Lisa attended MPTC and son Peter-the baby
once passed between classes and parents in the campus parking
generally the young campus
lot-studied at UW-Oshkosh and schools in Minnesota.)
was filled with equally youthful students.
Paul, youngest of the siblings by 11 years, went on from
He still easily recalls the
UW-Fond du Lac to earn a degree in computer science from
UW-Eau Claire.
names of the professors who
encouraged and educated him:
Julia's time at UW-Fond du Lac provided a strong base for comHeil, Griffiths, Wifter, Bowser,
pleting undergraduate studies at UW-Oshkosh, and then pursuing
two master's degrees at Penn State, one in solid state science
Ness, Tinker, Greisch,
and one in business.
Firkens, Kostad. "I enjoyed
it," Oscar said of college, "or
1 would not have followed
could do it."
through. I did want to prove to myself that 1
That accessibility led Delores onto campus
could do it. And the GI Bill was a big factor."
on Oscar's heels; both attended classes at
Close to home
"The campus being here was the biggest
factor of all," Delores interjected. "When they
built the carnpus, we weren't thinking about
going. But then it hit us: It was handy and we

UW-Fond du Lac between 1969 and 1972.
Delores already had completed the program at
Dodge County Teacher's College in Mayville,
and had taught for five years before marrying
Oscar. They celebrated 47 years of marriage

in June 2009. Delores missed teaching and
yearned to return to the classroom, but teaching
requirements had changed during her nine years
at home with her own children. Initially, Delores
took classes at Marian College, near their home.
"But 1 found out the classes 1 needed were
offered here," she said of UW-Fond du Lac.
While she may eventually have found a way
to complete teaching requirements at other
institutions, Delores firmly credits the existence
of UW-Fond du Lac for Oscar's education and
ensuing career. "Oscar wouldn't have a degree
today without UW-Fond du Lac," she stressed.
The spouses each completed a degree at
the Oshkosh campus, Delores in elementary
education in 1972 and Oscar in accounting in
1974. After layoffs and a renewed determination
to complete his degree, Oscar parted ways with
Giddings & Lewis and focused on college fulltime. Delores was able to work as a teacher's
aide in the Fond du Lac School District while
Oscar finished school.
Text steps
School itself had been such a goal, that it
was only during his last semester at Oshkosh
that Oscar began to contemplate his career options. "1 talked with big firms, but they weren't
interested," he said. "They wanted Zl-year-olds."
An employment ad led him to apply for a budget
accountant position at St. Agnes Hospital.
After his second interview with the controller, Sr. Kathleen, Oscar began working part-time
for the hospital while finishing coursework, and
stepped into the position full-time upon graduation. The hospital was beginning a major building project, and Oscar was laying the foundation
for his own professional success: He remained
with SI. Agnes for 24 years, culminating in his
retirement from the controller position in 1998.
Along the way, he also volunteered with
ASTOP, Blandine House, oon Kiwanis, FDL
Area Children's Chorale, Loaves and Fishes,
the Boy Scouts, and his parish council at Sacred
Heart Church. Oscar was recognized for his
accomplishments and named UW-Fond du Lac's
2008 Distinguished Alumnus during the campus'
40th anniversary celebration.
Delores also retired at age 60, after 21 years
of employment in the Fond du Lac School
District. She taught primary grades at Rosenow,
Lakeshore and Chegwin schools. She remains
active in the FDL Area Retired Educators Association, and volunteers at Holy Family Parish,
whose newest church is located on farmland
once owned by Oscar's parents.
Reflections
"Our degrees provided more income, and I
had the summers off with our children," Delores
reflected. "We were certainly able to do things
our parents never did, working on a farm and in
a canning company ... like travel." The Krauses
have traveled extensively throughout the U.S.,
and to Australia, ew Zealand, England, Scotland and Italy.
"Attending UW-Fond du Lac improved our
lives," Delores said.

