New faculty

members named
UW-Fond du Lac welcomed two new
tenure-track faculty members in 2009
Maggie May, assistant
professor of mathematics,
has been an instructor on the
campus since 2007. Prior to
that, she taught at Marian
University and UW-Milwaukee. Professor May studied
Geometric Topology at UW-Milwaukee and
received her Ph.D. in 2007. Known for making
math a vibrant and exciting subject, May was
a recipient of the Ernst Schwandt Award for
Outstanding Teaching Performance at UWMilwaukee.
Tirza Shulman, assistant
professor of psychology,
taught psychology at UWMarinette for three years
prior to coming to UW-Fond
du Lac. Professor Shulman earned her Ph.D. from
Kansas State University. Her primary area of
interest in psychology is the relationship between the Big 5 personality traits and emotion
regulation.

Kaplan Award
UW-Fond du Lac has named its 2009-10
Kaplan Award recipients. Through this award,
individuals or teams are recognized for significant and innovative improvement in instruction
and service to students.
This award honors Arthur M. Kaplan, who
retired in 1993 as vice chancellor of the UW
Colleges.
Recipients of the award receive a $250 grant
that can be used to further enhance their creative
approaches to education. The UW-Fond du Lac
Foundation provides a matching grant.
Patricia Eby, associate dean and music
professor, was recognized for her significant
teaching and service innovation in arranging for
a performance by the Berliner Cappella from
Berlin, Germany. She incorporated the choir's
visit and performance into her classes and
brought a taste of internationalism to the community, the campus and her students.
Richard Gustin, communication and theater
arts professor; Eric Boos, philosophy professor;
Michael
ofz, sociology professor and Erika
Strauss, English lecturer, share an award for
their innovative interdisciplinary collaboration in
the theater department's spring 2009 production
of the play "Doubt" by John Patrick Shanley.
Gustin led this collaboration in which students
in several courses read the play, attended the
campu production, and utilized the play in their
classes-approaching
the play creatively from
their respective disciplines. The collaboration
culminated in a large group discussion by all
student and professors.
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TUtoring partnership benefits
students at UW-FDL and Lal<eshore
By Monica M. Walk
A novel work study program has two
variety of ages in the Homework Club that
education majors earning both income and
meets prior to the start of the school day on
career experience.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. She follows that with in-class, mainly one-on-one,
UW-Fond du Lac students Katie Ayer
and Karen Kilmer are employed in a College
help in a second grade classroom and then
Work Study (CWS) program called America
heads to the UW-Fond du Lac campus for her
Reads and America Counts. While most
own classes.
college work study job are on campus, these
Now pursuing a dual major in elementary
positions pay the women to work as tutors at
education and emotional/behavioral disorders
nearby Lakeshore Elementary School.
(EBD), Kilmer recognized her career path
The opportunities at Lakeshore School
while volunteering at her daughter's school
and returned to college at age 40. "I was an
are part of a special version of the federal
at-home mom who volunteered at school.
College Work Study program, in which all
After working with the EBD kids, I found I
post-secondary schools receiving federal
funds expend a portion of the funding in
was drawn to them," she recalled. "I told my
husband I was going back to school. He said,
off-campus community service. The America
'Great!'"
Reads and America Counts programs conBoth tutors average 6-10 hours weekJy at
centrate on supporting schools and other nonLakeshore, throughout the 2009-10 academic
profit agencies in their efforts to strengthen
literacy and mathematical skills development.
year.
Assistant Campus Dean for Student
When Ayer began tutoring in September,
Services Tom Martin facilitated the proshe knew she wanted to be a teacher. Her ongram with Lakeshore Elementary Principal
going experience in fourth grade classrooms
Michael Mockert. "We are always interested
has widened her career path while expanding
in having qualified, reliable 'instructional
her interest in the age group she wants to
helpers' work with students and teachers here
teach.
"I am so thankful for this opportunity,"
at Lakeshore, so this seemed like a great opportunity," Mockert said.
Ayer said, noting that she initially was focus"This program is a resource that has been
ing on early childhood education emphasizmutually beneficial for our school and for
ing Kindergarten and first grade. "I wasn't
the education majors who are getting a very
used to this age group. After working with
valuable experience," he continued. "This
this age group, I am now more interested in
program is a win-win, without question. We
teaching them. I like fourth grade a lot."
appreciate the opportunity!"
Ayer provides support in three Lakeshore
classrooms twice a week. She
mainly helps children with reading skills, often one-on-one with
struggling students, but jumps in
wherever her mentor teachers need
her. "Reading is an area of interest,
but elementary teachers teach all
subjects," she said.
Along with the benefit of applying her growing teaching skills,
Ayer taps the combined expertise
of three supervising teachers "I
am seeing three different teaching
styles," she noted, "and learning
classroom management skills.
The teachers share notes on what
they do and why. I have learned so
much."
Kilmer also brims with gratitude and excitement for the onsite
Robyn French (left), student services team member;
learning. "This experience means a
and Fran Holzmann (center), office associate, talk with
lot: this is what I want to do and I
a community member at the 2009 Fondue Fest held in
will continue with my major," she
downtown Fond du Lac.
said. "I am very grateful I've been
given this opportunity. I love it."
UW-Fond du Lac had an informational booth at this
At Lakeshore, Kilmer tutors a
annual fall event. The booth was staffed by campus
[acuity; staff and students who donated their time.

continuing Education GEMS
The Wisconsin GEMS (Girls Engineering
Math Science) program developed through
UW-Fond du Lac's Continuing Education Office is helping middle school girls across the
state identify rewarding career options in the
math and science fields by providing information, role models, activities, follow-up handson learning activities and math tutoring.
Initiatives in Fond du Lac so far have
targeted middle school girls which has created
quite a bit of interest from both the girls and
the parents according to Leanne Doyle, UWFond du Lac continuing eduction director.
With these programs successfully in
place, Continuing Education is now looking
at expanding the awareness efforts to other
students.
The next focus will be to work with past
GMSO participants who are now in high
school. "They have requested we continue to
offer something for them," said Doyle. "We've
also had requests to create a similar STEM
(Science Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) conference for middle school boys.
The committee has done programmatic work
and with funding we will be well on our way."
Based upon the extremely successful pilot
GMSO (Girls+Math+Science=Opportunities)
conference held for several years in Fond du
Lac, similar programs are being held at UW-

Colleges campuses in Waukesha, Manitowoc and Menasha
under the name GEMS.
At the same time, an after
school math tutoring element
has been added to the Fond du
Lac GMSO program.
The programmatic niche
is focused on the whole girl, explains Doyle.
"As already proven by the Fond du Lac pilot
program, Wisconsin GEMS will successfully
address the academic and the social issues
encountered by middle school girls."
Components of the GEMS initiative are:
GMO (Girls+Math=Opportunities)
math tutoring: this program has provided
over 200 hours of one-on-one tutoring at
Sabish Middle School for their students and
at Uw-Fond du Lac for area high school girls.
Tutoring has been provided in pre-Algebra,
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry and Calculus.
A letter of acknowledgement in support of
this initiative was sent by Wisconsin's First
Lady Jessica Doyle to the GMO math tutor,
Liz Quant, current UW-Oshkosh student and a
UW-Fond du Lac alumna.
Fond du Lac GMSO conference: Since
the first GMSO conference wa held in 2005,
946 girls have participated in this one-day
event. In 2008, there were 230 participants,

a 15% attendance increase from 2007. The
girls who attend tbe GMSO conference find it
very rewarding, with 96.4% of the participants
indicating they would recommend this conference to a friend.
The GMSO conference has recently
started offering workshops to the parents as
well. The response was so overwhelmingly
positive that the 2009 parent offerings were
expanded. The founding sponsors for GMSO
are Agnesian HealthCare, Moraine Park
Technical College, UW-Fond du Lac and UWExtension Continuing Education.
GEMS Conferences: The GMSO conference first held at UW-Fond du Lac has been
replicated as one-day GEMS conferences
held in the past year at UW-Fox Valley, UWManitowoc and UW-Waukesha. While each
conference ha its own particular flavor, the
branding and goals are shared and all draw
upon extensive local collaborations.
more info: www.fdl.uwc.edu/ce
www.wisconsingems.org

Athletic Department highlights
Falcon SK Run/Walk: Competitive

and amateur runners, joggers, walkers and families participated in the first Falcon 5K run/walk on October 24,
2009. More than 65 participants braved a cold and windy fall day and raised $500 to benefit the athletic department. Organizers plan to host this
run/walk annually each fall.
County Fair: Students, alumni, faculty and staff volunteered their time at the oon Optimist stand at the Fond du Lac County Fair in July 2009 and
raised $2,500 for the athletic department. Tins was a partnership between UW-Fond du Lac, B 104.7 and the oon Optimist club.

2009 Golf Team Conference Champions

2009 Men's Basketball Team Eastern Division Champions

The UW-Fond du Lac 2009 golf team members were the conference champions! Pictured above, left to right: Coach Tom Clausen, Chris Holmes
(4th - First Team All Conference/All State), Tyler Meyer, Dana Majewski;
Nick Winters (Medalist - 1sf Team All Conference/All State). Missing: Jason
Seiberlich and Coach John Scotello.

The 2009 Men's Basketball team won the Eastern Division for the Wisconsin Collegiate
Conference (WCC) for the first time in over 20 years! Front row, left to right: Craig
Szopinski, Brandon Wildel; Eric Patterson, Josh Weir.Back rOH\left to right: Head
Coach Jason Collien, Craig Obry, Dustin Andrus, Mike Hunter, Dominic Cross,
Will Stroede, Eston Burns, Karl Huth and Asst. Coach Lee Dardis.
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