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The
Legal Type:
School of Law students
who publish without perishing
by Monica M. Walk
he's the picture of organization.
Well-groomed, seated at a desk
with a neat stack of papers, a
cup filled with sharp pencils, and an
almost empty in-box. Is this
seemingly-serene figure a full-time
law student, one who recently took
on three weeks of additional study
at the London Trial Advocacy
Program, and the person in charge

S
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of simultaneously producing four
issues of the School of Law's most
scholarly publication?
Meet the editor-in-chief of the
Loyola University Law Journal, one
of three scholarly publications
published or edited by Loyola
School of Law students. Ranking
Journal editor Eileen Libby
supervises 18 student executive

board members and three times as
many contributing members and
senior members while wrapping up
her fourth year of law coursework.
It takes only a short conversation
with her to discern that the
editorship is more than a student
job; Libby's commitment to the
Journal represents her commitment
to the field of law. She works in the
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journal's office seven days a week.
"This is the best job I could
have," Libby said. "I have enough
credits to have graduated and joined
the workforce, but I wanted to stay
in school for the entire year and
contribute to the journal. The hours
I put in here are a fact of the
profession. Everyone knows that a
young lawyer will work a lot of
hours, but I do know people in the
field who say working in a firm
actually is less time-consuming than
law school.
"Working on the journal is
intellectually stimulating and a great
challenge," she continued. "This is
an activity that helps students go
beyond the classroom by writing,
editing, and reading articles on
current legal action."
Libby is the latest link in the chain
of student editors who have
faithfully published the Law journal
for the past 20 years. Brian Redding
was the editor-in-chief when the first
edition came off the press during
the 1969-70 school year. For 20
years prior to the establishment of
the journal, Loyola law students
practiced their legal writing and
editing skills on the Illinois Bar
journal's "Recent Decisions"
section.
"That was good training, but less
rigorous than publishing our own
journal," said Redding, who worked on
both publications during the
university's transitional phase. He now
is associate loss prevention counsel for
Attorneys' LiabilityAssurance Society,
a mutual malpractice insurer. "We
dedicated the first issue to then-Dean
(WilliamL.)Lamey.He was instrumental
in convincing the university to begin a
law journal."
Redding and Law journal advisor
Professor Richard A. Michael, LL.M.,
selected student staff members and
began what Redding remembers as a
difficult task, starting a magazine.
"There were a lot of business
considerations, and many new
situations for us to deal with," he
said. "Richard Michael was excellent
to work with; in retrospect, I would
have hated to go through the
experience with most other people.
We had many evening discussions in
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an informal setting-the Interlude
Lounge-and we got a lot
accomplished before I hopped the
last Skokie Swift home."
As Redding recalled, he and the
original staff of writers set up
journal headquarters in a small
office in the old law school building
(now Siedenburg Hall). The
publication moved to Maguire Hall
in 1980, and changed quarters again
this past fall. Now located in
university-rented space at One East
Delaware Place, the journal shares a
sunny office suite with the staff of
the Consumer Law Reporter.
"We didn't have any support staff
help for typing or photocopying,"
Redding said. "We did have the key
to the library so we could get in at
night and on weekends to do
research. The original staff was
extremely determined to get our
issues out and not turn any extra
work over to the next editorial
board. So I spent Thanksgiving day
alone in the library editing an article,

and three of us read galley proofs
while sitting in the bar review
course. We also were concerned
about getting the new Law journal
into people's hands, so we arranged
for funding to send the publication
to alumni gratis. We gave away
the first issue, and I think we may
have given away the next several
issues, also."

irculation remains a concern
for student editors today.
Libby would like her
circulation to grow, but admits,
"There are a finite number of law
libraries, and those are the main
subscribers. We have a business
manager, and we are constantly
trying to market the publication.
Our circulation is now 850. We do
send some complimentary copies to
alumni, and we receive calls from
people requesting single issues
containing articles of interest to

C

Editor-in-Chief Libby (right) meets with Managing Editor Cathryn Albrecht and
Executive Editor of Publications Pam Gregory. At left, she discusses a story with
Kevin Feeley.
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them. We love to hear from alumni,
Women's Law Reporter (1977-85)
and want to forge more links with
and The Loyola Quarterly of Public
them. Weare always looking for
Issues and the Law (1986-88).
quality articles and would like to
Refocusing the content and audience
receive submissions from alumni,
of this last publication led to the
especially in the specialized area of
Consumer Law Reporter. "The
health law."
Reporter is informative for the
practicing attorney and for the
At the School of Law's fledgling
consumer. It's quite a chaUege for a
publication, the Loyola Consumer
law student-who has spent the last
Law Reporter, Editor-in-Chief Dave
two years learning 'legalese'-to
Colaric is preparing a marketing
strategy. Working on volume two of break down these topics into
essential parts that a reader not
this comparatively new quarterly,
Colaric knows he has a reputation to versed in the law will understand.
This provides an invaluable
establish. He has definite ideas for
doing that.
opportunity to learn to explain law
to clients."
"We are the only law student-run
Experience and the opportunity to
consumer publication," he noted.
learn are the reasons for
"And there are only about three
involvement cited by student
other consumer publications in the
publication editors, writers, advisors,
United States. There are magazines
and alumni. "Working on the
that focus narrowly on areas of
Journal definitely helps writing
consumer law, such as advertising,
ability," Libby said. "Writing has
contracts, and product liability, but
been part of every job I held prior
they rarely take the perspective of
the individual consumer. We take no to enrolling in law school, and that
has been a plus for me and my
particular political sides; we try to
position on the Journal. But many
present both sides of issues that
students haven't written much
affect individual consumers.
before joining the staff; they
"Our goal is to have a publication
improve tremendously. Writing for
that is unique in focus and also in
presentation," Colaric continued. His the Journal helps in things as
mundane as exam writing, because
publication is building on a
you learn to analyze and organize
foundation laid by two earlier
better. If a lawyer decides to teach,
Loyola student publications: The

he or she will be ready for the
'publish or perish' syndrome. And
the commitment to this publication
shows that students already have
carried their legal education beyond
the classroom."
Law Journal Advisory Committee
Chair and Professor Alan Gratch,
LL.B., said, "I'm interested in law
students learning how to produce a
journal. The principal benefit is the
intense research and writing
experience. The students on the
Journal staff get exposed to a
breadth of legal issues that they
might not encounter in class. This is
a forum to exercise their skills with
the close supervision of their peers."
Gratch, like many Loyola law faculty
members, worked on a publication
at his alma mater.
When Redding used to recruit for
a law firm, he says he would look
for students with journal experience.
"I know from my own experience
that publication work teaches the
importance of focusing, of editing
for essentials," he said. "I think
everyone who works on a publication
benefits from the experience. It is
absolutely worthwhile. My time on
the Journal made me a better writer
and editor, and taught me the
importance of teamwork."

David Colaric
4

LOYOLA

LAW • SPRING 1990

Business Lawyer board members Martha Ha, Candice Trotman, Larry Salus,
Brenda Atkinson, and Sean Bezark.

chool of Law Dean Nina S.
Appel, J.D., speaks of her
students' publications with
frequent high regard. "1 am very
proud of the level of student work
being produced," she said. "These
publications are watermarks of our
academic excellence. The
scholarship of the articles speaks for
itself. This is underscored by the
fact that our students are producing
the publications. That is quite a
time-consuming job on top of law
studies. 1 also am proud that our
Law Journal has been selected by
the Illinois Supreme Court to
publish the annual symposium issue
for the Illinois Judicial Conference.
This issue is distributed to all judges
in the state.
"Our most recent advance in
publishing involves our collaboration
with the American Bar Association
on The Business Lawyer, " Appel
continued. "1 am proud to have
Loyola's law school associated with
a publication of such national renown."

S
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Loyola provides the publication
with a resident professional editor,
an active student editorial board,
and several faculty advisors.
"Tbe Business Lawyer is much
like a scholarly publication, but it is
aimed at practitioners," explained
Doug Clayton, who performs the
technical editing and manages the
25-30 student workers. Copy is
gathered by the editor-in-chief, a
rotating position held by the lawyer
who will become president of the
Section of Business Law of the ABA
in two years. "The articles touch on
similar scholarly issues, but with an
eye toward practice. The Business
Lawyer is the magazine for lawyers
to get their business information."
Prior to Loyola's contributions,
Clayton explained, the editor-in-chief
would use his own staff to get the
project done. The amount of work
involved was a strain on most
offices. When the business section
president decided in late 1988 to
give production responsibility to a

university, Loyola's School of Law
was selected to produce the
quarterly, with a national circulation
of nearly 70,000. The university-ABA
collaboration began in early 1989.
Articles in The Business Lawyer
often have hundreds of footnotes;
this is where the student workers fit
into the production plan. "The vast
majority of the students who work
on the magazine are cite checkers,"
Clayton said. "We also have five
student board members who know
how to check cites and help guide
and manage the students who are
checking the cites. This is scholarly
work and it's time consuming. The
students have to go to the sources,
see if references are represented
accurately, and ensure that the
author condenses ideas correctly."
Students who work on The
Business Lawyer also enroll in a
corresponding seminar course for
credit, in which they learn the ins
and outs of citation according to the
"Harvard Blue Book" and present
summaries of the articles they have
checked. The class then discusses
each article. Student workers also
are paid for the hours they spend
cite checking.
"Lawyers have to be able to read
documents, and students need the
experience of going back to the
documents," Clayton said. "That is a
plus for the students involved. They
see how the authors bring sources
together, and how they interpret
and utilize sources. They learn to
use the vast array of documents in
the library."
Students selected to work on The
Business Lawyer are chosen for
academic ability and reliability,
Clayton said. "We are up against
tight time constraints and
deadlines," he noted.
"Working on The Business
Lawyer provides a great opportunity
to learn," said board member
Candice Trotman, a third-year
student. "1 am really broadening my
scope of learning by reading and
researching the practical realities of
corporate law. I've learned how to
do research on bills that are still
pending in the House or Senate, and
on the Code of Federal Regulations.
"The seminar is fantastic," she
5

Libby and Journal staff members prepare a welcoming reception for new staff writers.

continued. "We cover current issues
in business and corporate law, real
estate, secured transactions, banking,
securities, and bankruptcy. We cover
the whole gamut of business law,
and learn how lawyers fit into the
business world. I've really enjoyed
the work, and have become more
interested in corporate law. On an
even more practical level, 1 worked
at a firm last summer, and 1 was the
one with the expertise on citations;
everyone came to me with questions."
Board member Larry Salus also
expressed great satisfaction with The
Business Lawyer seminar. "When a
speaker comes to class, things get
particularly interesting," he said,
"because the professors will play
'devil's advocate' and counter
whatever point the speaker is
making. It's fun to see, and it is the
art of lawyering, right there in class.
The professors' counterpoint also is
helpful for students without a
business backgound.
"I have a business background,
and 1 plan to go into business,"
Salus continued. "I was pleased
when 1 heard The Business Lawyer
was coming to Loyola, because 1
knew it would be a terrific
experience. Working on The
Business Lawyer has given me a
whole new perspective on writing,
and has inspired me to write about
law. 1 see the need and the
importance of continuing to write
and publish. Hopefully, 1 will have
some publishing contacts now. 1 am
6

very happy to work for a publication
as prestigious and widely-read as The
Business Lawyer. "

Other student employees of The
Business Lawyer highlighted

opportunities for learning more
about the business aspects of law
and the process of producing a legal
publication, as well as opportunities
to work with professors, legal
practitioners, and people in
government. "Loyola and the School
of Law are cultivating a national
reputation. I'm proud to have the
opportunity to help produce a
quality publication with Loyola's
name on it," said board member
Brenda Atkinson.
Generally, one cite checker is
assigned to each article; board
members are assigned two articles
each issue. Atkinson says she spends
30-40 hours working on each article
and meeting with student cite checkers.

number of students work on
more than one School of Law
publication. Sean Bezark is on
the boards of The Business Lawyer
and the Law Journal. "Happily, 1
haven't had two head-to-head
deadlines," he said. 'The work
tends to be cyclical. The supervisory
skills 1 have developed from these
positions are important. Learning, or
relearning, legal sources also is a
plus, and dealing with a
600-footnote article definitely

A

develops organizational skills."
Each of these three scholarly
publications requires students willing
to dedicate themselves not only to
law, but also to the rigors of publishing.
"I think the challenge is the
reward," said the Consumer Law
Reporter's Colaric. His staff of 31
puts each article through three
rounds of editing and proofing.
Nothing is published without
Colaric's final approval. To join his
publication, students submit an
application and a case analysis which
are voted on.
"We usually have three-to-four
times as many applicants as
positions. The students who join
this publication are highly
motivated. Many are on the moot
court teams, and several also write
for the Journal, " said Colaric, who
also works at the Law Clinic and is
in the Criminal Appellate Practicum.
"School is the primary concern, but
the staff puts in the extra effort to
meet deadlines. We all learn to
manage our time and our priorities,
and we see that what needs to be
done gets done. Ultimately, our
extra-curricular activities will make
us better lawyers."
Colaric says he pursued his
position with the Consumer Law
Reporter because, after years in
classrooms, he was ready to apply
knowledge practically. "The
executive board is extremely
motivated: we all see the possibilities
for this publication," he said. "We
LOYOLA LAW • SPRING 1990

redesigned it, saved money by hiring
a new typesetter and printer, and
we are developing new columns and
pursuing new ideas. And we see a
need for informing people and
helping them discover what they
may not know; there is a need for
consumer advocates. It's important
for attorneys to recognize their duty
to the profession and people affected
by the law: to use law for justice."
At the journal, students join the
staff by "grading on" or "writing
on." Libby graded on in January
1988; the top 12 percent of the class
automatically join the staff after
completing their foundation
coursework. To write on, students
are given ten days to write a
scholarly article; their submissions
are then subjected to a vote.
Obtaining a staff position does not
mean a student will definitely have
an article published. Members
receive writing assignments and
complete an article, which is then
voted on. "For an article to be
published, we must agree that it is
good, unique, and timely," Libby

explained. "We also vote on
members' seniority. To become a
senior member, one must write an
article of 'publishable quality.' Senior
members are then eligible to run for
an editorial position for their last
year of law school."
s Associate Dean Thomas M.
Haney, LL.M.,pointed out, a
number of publication alumni
have enjoyed successful and highprofile legal careers. "Professors
Purcell, Covey, and Murdock of our
law school faculty all edited 'Recent
Decisions' when they were Loyola
students," he noted. "Other alumni
editors include Professor Vincent
Vitullo of DePaul's law school, Chief
Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit Howard T.
Markey, former United States
Attorney Thomas P. Sullivan, Baker
& McKenzie senior partner Francis
D. Morrissey, and Cook County
Assessor Thomas C. Hynes, to name
a few." Libby will join the ranks of
past editors who have applied their
Law journal skills as clerks for judges.

A

The four annual issues of the Law
revolve around content
themes. The "general" issue
highlights current topics with articles
written by professors, judges, and
practitioners, as well as by students;
the issue that surveys Illinois law
developments of the past year is
completely student-written; a third
issue is practitioner-oriented on the
issue of health law; and a fourth
issue reports the proceedings of the
Illinois Judicial Conference, written
in large part by judges and
practitioners. Each article in each issue
is scrupulously edited and proofread.
"The largest and hardest part of
my job is keeping track of everything, of every article," says Libby,
who has devised a set of wall-sized
charts to ease the process. She
recently wrote a job description for
subsequent editors, and presently is
compiling an operations manual for
future staff. "It's rather like a threedimensional chess game. In the short
run, it can be very frustrating,
but everyone who has worked on the
journal says they are glad they did.".

journal

STUDENT PROFILE

Student-editor Donner combines
careers and improves 'Blackacre'
by Sandra Blake
His entrepreneurial skill brought Ted
Donner to Loyola University's law
school. That same business acumen
helped him make Blackacre a viable
concern and a university leader in
state-of-the-art print technology.
According to Donner, "I'm not a
good journalist, but I am a good
publisher. I have a good sense of how
the business of newspapering works."
Elected co-editor of Blackacre at
the end of his first year, Donner
began the task of increasing
LOYOLA LAW·
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advertising revenue in the law
school's student newspaper-a
reasonable goal for an individual
whose decision to attend law school
hinged on his need for legal
knowledge in his own publishing
ventures. Prior to his enrollment at
Loyola, Donner was transforming his
newspaper, The Streak, from a
three-year hobby into a full-fledged
business operation. He had formed a
partnership agreement with a friend,
but neither had a lawyer or the

funds to hire one to make the
agreement official. Donner decided
this would be the final legal obstacle
in his growing list of entrepreneurial
ventures: he enrolled at Loyola with
the intent to learn business
organization, incorporation, and taxexempt status.
"Publishing," Donner said, "is
getting a sense of what your market
is, what your market wants, and which
advertisers want to reach that market."
(Continued on page 8)
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